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NORTH-WEST URBAN CONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT BUILDERS PANEL 
Statement by Minister for Housing 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Housing) [12.11 pm]: I am pleased to advise the house of the 
employment and training outcomes being achieved by the establishment of the North-West Urban Construction 
and Development Builders Panel. The North-West Urban Construction and Development Builders Panel was 
established by the Department of Communities to deliver houses, employment and business outcomes sought from 
the establishment of the North-West Aboriginal Housing Fund. The North-West Aboriginal Housing Fund creates 
pathways towards social and economic independence and wellbeing for Aboriginal people in the Pilbara and 
Kimberley. It aligns closely with the McGowan government’s priorities of job creation and delivering strong 
regional projects, while providing Indigenous Australians with strong pathways to prosperity and wellbeing. The 
fund invests in projects that increase affordable, suitable and stable housing options, increasing opportunities for 
educational attainment and job stability and empowering Aboriginal people and communities. It will support 
hundreds of Aboriginal people to move out of social housing into transitional housing, private rental 
accommodation or home ownership. 

Panel member MGC Building and Maintenance is a subsidiary of MG Corporation, an Aboriginal corporation 
representing the Miriuwung and Gajerrong people, who are the traditional owners of a large area of the 
East Kimberley. MGC Building and Maintenance was appointed to the panel to deliver the construction of 26 houses 
in Kununurra. I am pleased to inform the house that Mr Corbyn Dryden, a young local Aboriginal man, completed 
his apprenticeship in carpentry and joinery on 1 March 2019. MGC Building and Maintenance is expecting 
two more Aboriginal employees to complete their apprenticeships later in 2019, with a further three apprentices 
engaged in the first year of their training. These apprenticeships have been made possible through the establishment 
of the North-West Aboriginal Housing Fund. I wish Mr Dryden a very fulfilling and rewarding future in his trade. 
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